Roots and Branches
The Tree of Life
A Watercolor by Lynda Finch

I began painting this picture during worship at Bridgeway Church in Denver, Colorado. I saw that the pattern of the roots and the pattern of the branches were similar. It was almost like a mirror image. As I painted the tree, it looked like a normal tree with green leaves and fruit. However, God had other plans with this painting. After worship, He had me begin to lift the green leaves off and draw heart shaped leaves. The colors had to be brighter and more vibrant than what I had at first. As I painted the leaves, people, who saw this work in progress, could see fruit in the leaves. I did not draw or paint any fruit in. it just manifested! As I continued to paint, the Lord showed me how we are patterned after the tree of life, too. We are made in the image of God. As mankind worships the one true God, we have access to the tree of life. Our circulatory and nervous systems have the pattern of God’s roots and branches. So, I placed “mankind” in the trunk of the tree to embrace the life that God has for us. As with any painting the Lord has me do, there are deeper meanings than I can put on this piece of paper. I pray that we will begin to understand deeper the tree of life as God unveils this revelation to us. Some of the scriptures that support this are:
Here are some key scriptures that the Lord has given me for this painting:
Genesis 2:8,9 (NKJV) The Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden, and there He put the man whom He had formed. 9 And out of the ground the Lord God made every tree grow that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
Proverbs 3:18 (NKJV) She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her, And happy are all who retain her.
Proverbs 11:30 (NKJV) The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, And he who wins souls is wise.
Proverbs 13:12 (NKJV) Hope deferred makes the heart sick, But when the desire comes, it is a tree of life.
Proverbs 15:4 A [a]wholesome tongue is a tree of life, But perverseness in it breaks the spirit.
Revelation 2:7 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes I will give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.”
Revelation 22:2 In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.
Ezekiel 47:12Along the bank of the river, on this side and that, will grow all kinds of trees used for food; their leaves will not wither, and their fruit will not fail. They will bear fruit every month, because their water flows from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food, and their leaves for medicine.”
Psalms 1:3 He shall be like a tree
Planted by the [a]rivers of water,
That brings forth its fruit in its season,
Whose leaf also shall not wither;
And whatever he does shall prosper.
